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SUBJECT: PRESS COVERAGE OF NUCLEAR QUESTIONS 
REF: NEW DELHI 10074 

1 . M.V. KAMATH, WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT OF THE "TIMES 
OF INDIA", (JULY 17 ISSUE) REPORTS THE OPINION OF NRC 
COMMISSIONER VICTOR GILINSKY IN THE TARAPUR FUEL CASE. 

ACCORDING TO KAMATH, GILINSKY AGREED TO THE LATEST SHIPMENT, 
ALTHOUGH HE HAD DISSENTED FROM A SIMILAR DECISION A 
YEAR AGO, BUT STATED THAT "SEVERE INFIRMITIES REMAINED 
TO BE CLEARED UP" IF THE SUPPLY IS TO CONTINUE. 

HE AGREED THIS TIME ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT HAD RULED OUT INDIAN REPROCESSING OF US 
SUPPLIED FUEL AND THAT THE DEPARTMENT HAD INFORMED THE 
GOI THAT IT WOULD RECOMMEND AGAINST FURTHER SHIPMENT IF 
INDIA WERE TO EXPLODE ANOTHER NUCLEAR DEVICE. GILINSKY 
REPORTEDLY NOTED ADDITIONAL REMAINING DIFFICLTIES: 

(1) THE GOI HAS NOT GIVEN UNEQUIVOCAL ASSURANCES THAT 
US MATERIAL WILL NOT BE USED FOR NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES; 

(2) SIGNIFICANT INDIAN NUCLEAR FACILTIES ARE NOT 
SUBJECT TO IAEA INSPECTION; (3) INDIA'S "EXPLOSIVES" 
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PROGRAM APPARENTLY WAS CONTINUING; (4) THIS EXPLOSIVES 
PROGRAM CONTINUED TO USE US SUPPLIED HEAVY WATER IN 
VIOLATION OF THE PLAIN MEANING OF THE MARCH 1956 CONTRACT. 

GILINSKY SAID THE SPENT FUEL STORED AT TARAPUR MUST 
BE CONSIDERED A "HOSTAGE," AND THE LIKELIHOOD THAT 
THE US WILL EVER RECOVER IT APPEARS TO BE RECEDING. 

GILINSKY IS SAID TO HAVE CONCURRED IN THE NRC DECISION 
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BECAUSE OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S ANTI PROLIFERATION 
STAND AND HIS COMMITMENT TO RENEGOTIATE THE PRESENT 
SUPPLY AGREEMENT. 

2. THE JULY 16 "TIMES OF INDIA" WAS CRITICAL OF PM 
DESAI'S DECISION NOT TO CONDUCT FURTHER NUCLEAR 
TESTS. THE EDITORIAL RHETORICALLY ASKED WHEY THE 
DESAI GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE RELUCTANT TO INFORM THE 
INDIAN PEOPLE THAT IF ANOTHER PNE IS CONDUCTED THE 
US WILL TERMINATE THE SUPPLY OF FUEL TO TARAPUR. THE 
NRC HAS MADE THIS POINT EXPLICITY. ”... THE USA 

HAS BEEN DELIBERATELY DEVALUING THE POSSIBILITIES OF 
USING NUCLEAR TESTS FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES IN ORDER 
TO KEEP THE HAVE-NOTS OUT OF THE SO-CALLED NUCLEAR CLUB 
AND THAT IT HAS MADE THE SUPPLY OF ENRICHED URANIUM 
CONDITIONAL ON THE COUNTRY GIVING UP THE RIGHT TO 
CONDUCT FURTHER EXPLOSIONS." 

3. THE PRO-CONGRESS "NATIONAL HERALD" (JULY 16) 
EDITORIALLY TAKES PRIME MINISTER DESAI TO TASK FOR 
HIS DECISION NOT TO AUTHORIZE FURTHER NUCLEAR TESTS. 

THE DECISION "DOES LITTLE CREDIT TO THE COUNTRY OR TO 
THE HIGH OFFICE MR. DESAI HOLDS." THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
AND JANATA PARTY ARE ACCUSED OF SHIFTING POLICY FROM 
"LEFT OF CENTRE TO EXTREME RIGHT FROM GENUINE NON- 
ALIGNMENT TO A TILT TOWARD THE WEST AND AWAY FROM THE 
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SOCIALIST COUNTRIES." BEFORE SUCH A CHANGE CAN BE 
CONSIDERED, THE EDITORIAL ARGUES, "MUCH LARGER EVIDENCE 
OF RADICAL REVERSAL OF AMERICAN "GLOBAL STRATEGY" 

AS IT IS KNOWN" IS REQUIRED. THE PAPER ALSO 
DEPLORED THE PM'S RECENT STATEMENT IN PARLIAMENT 
THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS "SPHERES OF INFLUENCE IN THE 
INDIAN OCEAN AREA." IN CONTRAST TO THE UNITED STATES, 

THE "HERALD" ASSERTS, THE SOVIET UNION HAS BEEN HELPFUL 
AND SUPPORTIVE OF INDIA IN TIMES OF CRISES. "MR. DESAI 
AND THE JANATA PARTY SHOULD AT LEAST AVOID MAKING 
ENEMIES OF FRIENDS FOR ANY DUBIOUS ADVANTAGE THEY 
MAY HOPE FOR BY GETTING CLOSER TO THE UNITED STATES." 

4. THE INDEPENDENT "STATESMAN" (JULY 16) ARGUED THAT 
INDIA HAD INDEED PAID A PRICE FOR THE CONTINUED 
SUPPLY OF NUCLEAR FUEL TO TARAPUR AND IT WAS NOT 
NECESSARY THAT THE GOI PRETEND THAT NO PRICE HAD 
BEEN PAID. FIRST, INDIA AGREED TO DISCUSS WITH THE 

US WAYS OF CHECKING PROLIFERATION AND SECONDLY, THE 
GOI HAS AGREED NOT TO CONDUCT FURTHER PNE'S. IT 
REMAINED TO BE SEEN, THE "STATESMAN" OBSERVED, 

WHETHER WASHINGTON AT A LATER POINT WOULD INSIST 
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ON THE APPLICATION OF SAFEGUARDS TO ALL OF 
INDIA'S NUCLEAR FACILITIES. "THAT WOULD BE TOO HEAVY 
A PRICE TO PAY EVEN FOR THE FURTURE OF TARAPUR, WHICH 
IS DEPENDENT ON AMERICAN FUEL SUPPLIES." 

5. THE QUESTION OF INDI'S POLICY CONCERNING 
NUCLEAR TESTING AND THE US DECISION TO SUPPLY 
ADDITIONAL FUEL FOR TARAPUR HAVE BEEN THE SUBJECT 
OF EDITORIALS AND ARTICLES IN A NUMBER OF 
LESSER DAILIES OF VARYING POLITICAL HUES. 

IN GENERAL THE COMMENTARY HAS BEEN CRITICAL OF THE 
PM'S DECISION NOT TO PERMIT ANOTHER NUCLEAR TEST. 

THE COMMUNIST PRESS HAS BEEN HAVING A FIELD DAY 
ACCUSING THE GOI OF CAPITULATING TO THE US.GOHEEN 
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